 “Hear O Israel, The LORD is One”
A most oft-quoted Old Testament passage facilitates a Belief System that has proven to be as controversial as any we know of.    The concept behind this rendition presents the major obstacle between Judaism and Christianity! 
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When asked what was the first Commandment of all, Jesus Christ replied quoting that area of Scrip-ture known as the Shema, from the sixth chapter of Deuteronomy.  This incident is recorded in Mark 12, beginning in verse 28. 
   28. “And one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, and perceiving that he had answered them well, asked him, Which is the first commandment of all?

   29. “And Jesus answered him, The first of all the commandments is, Hear, O Israel; The Lord our God is one Lord:   (Deut 6:4)
   30.  “And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first command-ment.   (Deut 6:5)
   31.  “And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.  There is none other commandment greater than these.  (Lev 19:18 Matt 5:43)
   32.  “And the scribe said unto him, Well, Master, thou hast said the truth: for there is one God; and there is none other but he:

   33.  “And to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.    (1 Sam 15:22)
   34.  “And when Jesus saw that he answered discreetly, he said unto him, Thou art not far from the kingdom of God.  And no man after that durst ask him any question.”
He Answered Discreetly
Now, we should ask ourselves what it is in the scribe’s reply that was so “discreet”?  Christ saw it.  Do we?  There was something very sensitive in this exchange, that the man gave evidence of, that we all have consistently overlooked!

A clue to this sensitive area is the line ending the paragraph.  It says, “And no man after that durst ask him any question.”  Why?   This was a perfect answer.  Everyone present was fine with it. 

If you check a Harmony of the Gospels, you will see that there was more to this incident than meets the casual eye.  Luke 20 and Matthew  22 both provide infill to Mark’s narrative.  In fact, the line from Mark underlined above is actually slightly misplaced, according to the other two synoptic accounts.  If in fact they didn’t dare ask Him any more questions, why do we, in Mark 13, see Him asking them the one right after?  Actually, it was in response to a test question that He posed to them that caused them to back-off from further dialog from that day forward.  (Keep in mind, this was two days before He was crucified!  (See Mt. 26:2))
That all-important question He asked them was: How did they regard David’s proclamation, who under inspiration, wrote in Psalm 110, “The LORD said unto my Lord, sit thou at my right hand…”  This was the matter that caused them to back-away, because it challenged a key component of their belief system, which they feared looking into and would not consider, and was the primary mental obstacle which caused them to reject their Messiah!
Those who espouse the strict monotheistic view will cite this exchange as Christ’s endorsement of their view.  In fact, if we review the entire narra-tive, a very different picture emerges.  A clue to this is the obvious ‘discretion’ shown by the scribe. It is re-enforced by where Christ went with it after this incident.  But first, the discretionary answer.

To say the man was ‘not far from the kingdom of God’ is to affirm that he was accepting of the fact that Jesus was their Messiah.  He could not become 
Kingdom-worthy without that essential admission!
If we think about what had to be in the mind of the thief on the cross, who said, “Remember me when you come into your kingdom”, whom the soon to die Jesus said would be with Him in Paradise, (different people have different takes on when that means), we can see some of that same component in the thinking of this scribe in Mark 12.  In order to say what either of them said, they had to believe and acknowledge that He was the Christ: the LORD who would reign in the coming Kingdom of God.
Now, admittedly, the scribe made his comment before Christ’s Psalm 110: ‘two LORDs’ question. But we can see from that lead-in what was on Christ’s mind when He discerned the scribe’s dis-cretion.  He began with Deuteronomy 6:4 and led the conversation to Psalm 110:1.  It was the scribe’s veiled admission that helped set the stage for Christ’s provocative comment just after, that kick-started His fast track to a certain execution.
A Better Sense of It
Rather than being an endorsement of their inter-pretation of the meaning of Deuteronomy 6:4, He brought out a sense of the matter that was the essential, and the scribe had alluded to that.

We need to realize that the passage in Psalm 110 was a bombshell, if allowed to say what it plainly says.  The Jews of that day went bezerk when this passage was quoted.  It went against their funda-mental belief that God was a single Being.  Of the twenty or so places in the New Testament where this passage (or a paraphrase of it) is presented, this one here, that day, was the first recorded.  Prior to that, He had not brought this question up, as it could have triggered a premature crisis as to who He claimed to be.  (Remember, He strictly charged His disciples to NOT disclose their understanding as to His identity to any man. (Mark 8:30,  Luke 9:21))  There was a time to introduce this, and two days before the Passover was just enough time to let the religious authorities mull over the implications, in order to have it be so effective when He incorpor-ated the same quote into His answer at His Trial. 
  
It had such predictable effect! 
But what it is that the scribe said, that was worded so carefully so as to not draw objection from those present was: (this incident occurred in public), “…for there is one God; and there is none other but he:”  He re-recites that part of the Shema, but goes on to clarify what that means.  Most strict monotheists view the word ‘one’ as a numerical limitation on the number of Beings.  This scribe admits that the sense of this Hebrew word ‘echad’ is exclusive of any other, not a number!  In other words, God is the only God there is, without limit-ing the number of Beings within that ‘Godhead’.  But such an admission, being made in that critical audience, had to be worded especially discreetly.
Solid evidence of that fact is obvious in what is related just a few verses later, when Christ asked them to answer the matter of one LORD sitting next to another Lord.  Two days later, He upped the stakes to the extreme, when He, at His trial, admitted to being that other Lord!
So rather than it being an endorsement of their position as to the meaning of Deut. 6:4, rather, this recitation became the springboard into the most sensitive issue of the day: that there are two LORD’s in the Family of God. One today, seated at the Father’s right hand, ever since His formal pre-sentation before the Throne in Heaven that Sunday morning, Nisan 18, that we can read about in Daniel 7:13.  That taking place the morning after Jesus’ resurrection, having prayed Passover even-ing, to be restored to His former glorified state. 
   1.  “These words spake Jesus, and lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify thee:
   2.  “As thou hast given him power over all flesh, that he should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given him.

   3.  “And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.

   4.  “I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.

   5.  “And now, O Father, glorify thou me with thine own self with the glory which I had with  
thee before the world was.”   (John 17:1-5)
A Truth Contained
The Shema is a confession of faith in the One True God of Israel.   But, what does it mean that the LORD (YHWH) is One?  The Hebrew word for ONE is echad:  (Strongs #259) and means:  united, (one in the sense of a single entity), or first, or altogether, or one-and-only, among others.  
An Englishman’s Hebrew Concordance 
 lists this word ONE: (eh-ghahd) under the following varied renderings:  first, one, as one, any, some, this one, one of (a number of), the other (when in contrast with a first),  once,  each one,  every, and many others.  In Deuteronomy, referring to the Passover lambs, it’s rendered: within any of (your gates). 
In some cases the word echad is coupled with another, such as in Numbers 13:23, where it has ‘one cluster’, or in Genesis 11:6 ‘one people’.  Most recognizable is the passage in Genesis 2:24, that the two shall become ‘one flesh’.
Some interesting places we should consider are:

“..man is become as one of us…”  Gen. 3:22
“…the dream(s) of pharaoh is one…”  Gen. 41:25

“…the one…the other…” both are from echad, in Ex.17:12&13, 18:3&4, 25:19, 36:10, 37:8&19, etc. 
“…and all the people answered with one voice…” Ex. 24:3,  

“…against any of the commandments…”  Lev. 4:2,  13,  22,  27.
“…for each one…”  Num. 7:3,  

“…with one cluster of grapes…”  Num. 13:23
All these are from the word: echad.  In many cases, the word, as it’s used, must draw-in other elements in order to work in the sentence.  Pharaoh’s two distinctly different dreams were ‘one’ in a sense.  The people’s one voice was in ‘unison’.  A UNITY, not necessarily always a singularity.  It took many grapes to make up the one cluster.
What should be obvious is the fact that echad is a word with wide ranging application.  To limit it to a strict singular numerical quantity is without basis. Especially when coupled to another word, such as family, cluster, or nation, or voice, it may impose a 
limit to a single entity, but that entity can encom-
pass a plurality!  When “God” is in the plural, such as with the name Elohim, (which is plural), the adjective echad gains an implicit plurality, it doesn’t impose a strict singularity onto the plural noun.  Let’s not forget God’s original intent, stated in Gen. 1:26, “Let us make man in our image…”  (correctly translated in the plural, as is Gen. 3:22.)  Why do we rely on Deuteronomy 6:4 for basic conceptualization, and not these in Genesis?
Implicit UNITY
It is this sense that the scribe in Mark 12 discreetly acknowledged.   One God CAN involve multiple Beings.   Not only in the present Godhead, but as we understand from many New Testament passa-ges, that there will be additional ‘spirit born Sons of God’ added into the family at the occurrence of the Last Trump!   Many Sons will be brought into glory.
   We have much to acknowledge in this!

But, how do we understand the sense of the matter? If we are to claim that Jesus Christ held the same views on this as did the Jews of His day, then how are we to regard His clear statement, that “I and my Father are one.”?  (Jn. 10:31)   In light of His state-ment that, “my Father sent me”  (Jn. 20:21) and that, “my Father is greater than I...”  (Jn. 14:28)   Do our theological definitions serve us well enough to make these statements understandable?
If we hold that the sense of God being ONE is numerical, just a single Being, then how do we comprehend these statements above?

We are not without clear illustration.  God has built into the pattern of His creation the means to under-stand.  A scripture very relevant to this is found in Romans 1:20.  “…that which may be known of God is manifest…For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead;…”  What this tells us is that even His power and Godhead can be understood by examining and considering aspects of the world in its created state.  There are things in creation that illustrate these essential Truths, yes, even giving understanding of the Godhead!
By the Things that are Made
So, what is there in creation that aids our under-standing?  We have one clue way back in Genesis 2:24.  It is repeated in Matthew 19 and Mark 10. “For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife: and they two shall be one flesh…Wherefore they are no more two, but one flesh.”  We understand that this is re-ferring to a unity of mind and spirit, not a blending of two into a single physical being.  They become a single entity in a way, though not a single person. God created a union that illustrates a unique ‘oneness’, not unlike the collaborative entity of the Father and the Son:  A family of Beings currently comprised of two individual Spirit Beings.
Not only His Godhead, but His eternal Power!  The ultimate purpose of God projecting His Power out to us is to extend to us “the power to become the sons of God.”  (Jn. 1:12)   Here again, the family unit He created, as a procreative result of two be-coming one flesh, produces children.  No less so the Family of God!  There is no greater manifesta-tion of power than to draw spirit-born sons from corruptible flesh into His glorified state of Being.
A Greater ONENESS
“These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven,…Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me through their word; That they all shall be one, as you, Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us:…And the glory which thou gavest me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:”  (John 17:1, 20-22)    In all of this we have perfect illustration of the sense of unity.  We are to be ‘one’ with each other presently, and eventually fully one with God and Christ, when brought into the spirit dimension. “The first man is of the earth, earthy:  the second man is the Lord from heaven.  As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and such as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly. And as we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.  Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood can not inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption…For this cor-ruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.”  (1st Cor. 15:47-50 & 53)
It’s a potent consideration.  Not something the hu-man mind would naturally perceive.  That not only is God a unity, but that unity (oneness) is being expanded to include those who are empowered to become God’s Spirit Born Sons at His appearing “Behold, what manner of love the Father has be-stowed upon us, that we should be called the sons of God:…Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.” (1st John 3:1-2)
“…Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto His glorious body, according to the working whereby He is able even to subdue all things unto Himself.”  (Philippians 3;21)  “For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout…”   (1st Thess. 4:17)  “Behold, I show you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.  (1st Cor. 15:52-53)  
The Sons of God, those truly converted, are going to be brought into a glorified Spirit Existence.  We will not only see God as He is, but we will experi-ence life in the spirit dimension.  That is eternal life, this existence is not!

Hear O Israel: The LORD is One.  That oneness is inclusive, not numerical.  If it were only numerical, it would exclude the Father and the Son being one with each other.  God intends we become one with each other, and ultimately one with Them.  God revealed this process through His Commandments, that we love Him, and love each other.  He led that conversation from a oneness focus toward His en-thronement at the Father’s right hand.  We are offered a similar unity:  “To him that overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also overcame and am set down with my Father in His Throne!  (Rev. 3:21)     A Unity complete!       Ω
�  Matt. 26:64,  Mark 14:62,  & Luke 22:69   In fact, it was the blend of Psalm 110:1 and Daniel 7:13&22 that made it so in-credibly and assuredly lethal.   He knew what He was doing!





�  The Englishman’s Hebrew and Chaldee Concordance, Zondervan Publishing House, Fifth Edition, Page 42


�  “The first born among many brethren…”  Romans 8:29


 “…them gave He power to become the sons of God.” Jn.1:12


 “…bringing many sons unto glory…”  Hebrews 2:10


 “…we shall bear the image of the heavenly…” 1st Cor. 15:49


 “He begat us…a kind of firstfruits of his creatures”  Jas 1:18


 “…they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever…”  This is glory!   Daniel 12:3
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